
  

  

 

April 16, 2012 

Another Successful PILF Annual “Silent  
Auction Extraordinaire”   
 
PILF’s Annual “Silent Auction Extraordinaire”  was a success once 
again this year. 
 
The Public Interest Law Foundation event, held on the second 
floor foyer Friday, April 13, drew a great crowd of bidders and 
had a very festive atmosphere. 
 
Among the silent auction items were Bowling with Professors 
Golden, Semeraro, Kreit, and Dean Mitnick; Wine and Cheese with 
Professors Bisom-Rapp, Durst, and Herrera; Lunch with Professors 
Delman and Markey; and other really fun-sounding professor  
donations. 
 
This year, once again, the live auctioneer was the inimitable  
Professor Thom Golden, who put some great items up for bid, 
such as tickets to see rocker Chris Isaak, Padres Field Level tickets, 
Symphony tickets, Del Mar racing passes, a Hornblower Cruise 
and a lot more. 
 
PILF also handed out several awards, including special recognition 
for the San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program, the Legal Aid Socie-
ty and the Family Justice Center. Also, a special award went to 
Professor Marybeth Herald for all her hard work and support on 
behalf of PILF.  
 
PILF organizers say the event raised at least $10,000 and proceeds 
from the annual auction go directly to a scholarship fund, which 
then assists students in their unpaid pursuit of summer public in-
terest internships in public interest law.  Most of these internships 
are unpaid, and we would like to be able to provide our students 
with funding to live while engaging in this work.  
 
“This year's auction was a great success,” said PILF President 
Stephanie Lamson 2L.  “We are truly thankful for everyone who 
made it out.... especially making it in the rain! It was wonderful to 
see our months of hard work pay off and come together into one 
fun and lively event. We are incredibly thankful for the generous 
donations from our students, faculty, and local community. Many 
thanks also deserve to go out to our wonderful PILF volunteers 
and TJSL events staff who made the event itself possible. “ 

L to R: 2010-2011 PILF President Elisabeth 
Knowles, 2011-2012 PILF President Stepha-
nie Lamson, 2005-2007 PILF President Anna 
Romanskaya ‘07 
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Adrianna Maldonado, President of ILS  

Successful Immigration Law Society Panel 
By Adrianna Maldonado 

 
On April 12, the Immigration Law Society, along with the 
American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA), held a 
career panel. The panelists included Diana Velos Coker, 
Esq., Tammy Lin, Esq., Nikki Weil, Esq., and TJSL Adjunct 
Professor Samuel W. Bettwy, Esq. They shared their experi-
ences in private, non-profit and solo practice of Immigra-
tion law.   
 
Diana Vellos Coker is a partner with Larrabee Mehlman Al-
bi Coker LLP in San Diego. Her practice focuses on business 
immigration law for the high-tech, pharmaceutical/biotech 
and health care industries.  
 
Tammy Lin is the Immigration Attorney for Jewish Family  
Service (JFS) of San Diego’s Prins Asylum Program. JFS, es-
tablished in 1918, is a social service agency assisting in the 
resettlement of refugees to the San Diego community and 
affiliated with the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS), 
one of the oldest international migration and resettlement 
agencies in the United States.   
 
Nikki Weil is a recent TJSL grad who runs a solo practice  
focused on business and family immigration matters. She  
handles asylum cases pro bono and consistently lobbies 
members of congress on civil rights issues, including immi-
gration.  
 
Professor Samuel W. Bettwy is an Assistant United States  
Attorney for the Southern District of California, specializing 
in immigration law and civil litigation since 1989. He also 
currently teaches Immigration Law at TJSL. 
 
In addition to their practice experience, the panelists also 
shared how AILA has been an ongoing help during their 
practice.  AILA has developed a student chapter and en-
courages law students interested in Immigration law to join.   
The program will include education in Immigration law as 
well as a student-attorney mentorship program.  For more  
information, log onto  http://www.aila.org. 

Samuel W. Bettwy 

Tammy Lin 

Nikki Weil 

Diana Velos Coker 
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Associate Dean Eric Mitnick with Adjunct Profes-
sor Richard Muir 

TJSL's Adjunct Faculty Honored 

 

Two longtime TJSL adjunct professors were honored at 
the Adjunct Faculty Reception on April 3 in the 8th floor 
board room. The event honors the law school's invaluable 
adjunct faculty, all of whom are or have been practicing 
attorneys. 

  

Professor Richard Muir was honored as the 2011 Adjunct 
Professor of the Year and, because last year’s event was 
postponed due to construction at the new campus, Profes-
sor Mike Martindill was named Adjunct Professor of the 
year for 2010. 

  

Professor Martindill, who has been an adjunct at TJSL 
since 1984, said: “It’s an honor because I’ve had a lot of 
rewarding experiences while teaching over the years.” 

  

Professor Muir, who has done two stints as an adjunct, 
one in the 80’s and the second beginning in 1994, said, 
“This feels good. I like to think I have an impact on  
students. Some students who were not interested in crimi-
nal law told me that after taking my class they were very 
interested in criminal law. That’s very rewarding.”   
 
He also said that he once ran into an attorney who was 
former student at the Vista Courthouse and the student 
told him “I still remember the rules you taught me.” 

  

Dead Rudy Hasl and Associate Dean for Academic  
Affairs Eric Mitnick both praised the adjuncts for their 
dedication and their vital importance to the academic  
program at the law school. 

  

The event was catered by the Indigo Café, and the  
adjuncts and full-time professors had a chance to visit 
with each other in a festive and relaxing atmosphere. 

Dean Mitnick with Adjunct Professor Mike  
Martindill 

L to R: Adjunct Professors Lea Fields-Bernard, 
Mike  Martindill  and  Amy Day 

Adjunct Professors Maria Gee and Heather  
Harshman 
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Professor Alex Kreit, Center for Law & Social 
Justice Director 

Paradise Plundered Authors Speak at TJSL 
 
An event at Thomas Jefferson School of Law on April 10 was some-
thing like a town hall meeting - it was presented by TJSL’s Center for 
Law and Social Justice and the Center on Policy Initiatives. 

  

A group of citizens and students gathered to hear two of the three 
authors of Paradise Plundered, a book that details the fiscal crisis 
and its effects on the governance of the city of San Diego. 
 
“We are the Rodney Dangerfield of cities,” said Steve Erie, a UC San 
Diego political science professor and one of the authors. “We get no 
respect,” he added, referring to the years of fiscal mismanagement in 
San Diego during the past 15 years.  That led San Diego to be 
dubbed by the media as “Enron by the Sea.” 
 
Erie and his co-author, Vladimir Kogan, a graduate student at UC 
San Diego, laid out the history of the fiscal crisis - which basically 
boils down to the mis-handling by city government of the pension 
system, which created huge deficits through underfunding. 
 
One reason for the crisis is that city fathers have been loath to raise 
taxes. “San Diego has been known as an anti-tax hotbed from way 
back,” Erie said. “We are the poster child for Prop 13,” the property 
tax initiative passed by California voters in 1978. 
 
The authors pointed out how service levels have been declining in 
San Diego for years. For example, the ratio of police officers to citi-
zens does not compare favorably to other cities of San Diego’s size, 
in Erie’s opinion. And, he says our fire department is not accredited 
because we have too few fire stations for a city our size. 
 
“Why is the quality of life declining so rapidly in San Diego,” asked 
Kogan. “You can’t understand the fiscal crisis without understand-
ing the pension crisis.  Fifteen years ago, San Diego was spending 
just five percent of the budget on pensions. Now it’s 20 percent.” 
 
Kogan went over a history of the pension crisis from its roots in the 
era of Mayor Pete Wilson in the early 1980s. Basically, the city got its 
union employees to work for less in return for promises of better 
benefits down the road – lower pay today, larger pensions later. The 
city even pulled them out of Social Security and enrolled them in the 
pension plan. Trouble is, the city didn’t fund the pension plan ade-
quately, according to Kogan. 
 
Now there is a ballot measure that would put new employees in a 
401K plan instead of a pension plan – but Kogan and Erie say it will 
cost the city even more. 
 
Before and after the presentation, Erie and Kogan signed copies of 
their book. 

Author Steve Erie, UC San Diego Political  
Professor 

Author Vladimir Kogan, UC San Diego  
Graduate Student 
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TJSL Competes at the Traynor Moot Court 
Competition in Berkley, CA  
By Sevy Fisher 2L 

 

Wow, what an experience. Our first morning started out by 
being judged by an appellate court justice of the California 
Court of Appeals, as well as two certified appellate lawyers. 
Our 2nd round was judged by three certified appellate law-
yers, and a civil plaintiff's attorney. Both rounds were great 
and full of difficult questions from the judges. You could tell 
they knew their stuff and, since it was a case about hot coffee 
similar to the famous McDonald's case, the judges were very 

skeptical and full of critical questions.   
 
As a team, Teresa Gutierrez and I did very well, and I think we were just as good as anybody there. 
However, these competitions do take a bit of luck because not all judges can see all of the competitors. 
The 2 teams that went on to the finals were very well poised and did a very good job, especially the re-
spondent's side (although they lost). We went back to watch the final round to show our sportsmanship, 
and to see the other teams arguments. The final round was judged by quite a trio. It was an incredible 
experience getting to listen to advice from a California Supreme Court Justice, and two very knowledge-
able Court of Appeals Justices. All three had a very long list of credentials, and were three of the smartest 
people I have ever listened to.   
 
Although we did not win this particular competition, we learned a lot about being appellate attorneys 
and got another experience in thinking on our feet. It is not always the end result but the process that 
makes you who you are. We had a great time and got to argue in front of intelligent people, an experi-
ence that most people will never get to have in their lives. 

 

The competition took place on April 14 and 15. 

 

left to right: Xavier Carr, Sevy Fisher, Teresa 
Gutierrez and Professor Paul Spiegelman  
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 Professor Greenberg Speaks on Intersexuality 

at UCSD's Osher Institute 

 

On April 3, TJSL Professor Julie Greenberg delivered 
a talk at UC San Diego’s Osher Institute, titled, 
“What Makes a Man a Man and a Woman a Wom-
an?” 

  

The title came from a Texas court that recently posed 
the following question: “When is a man a man and 
when a woman is a woman?” According to the court, 

“every school child, even of tender years, is confident he or she can tell the difference, especially if the 
person is wearing no clothes.”  Yet when a person who was dressed as a woman, had the breasts, hor-
mones, and genitalia of a woman, and whom every school child would identify as a woman presented 
herself to the Texas court, the court decided that she was legally a man. 

  

In her presentation, Professor Greenberg discussed how medical and legal authorities determine a per-
son’s sex for purposes of marriage, custody, identity documents, housing, bathroom and locker room 
use and athletics. “Sex determinations have profound medical, legal, and psychological effects on the 
millions of people who are born with an intersex condition or are transgender,” said Professor Green-
berg. 

  

Professor Greenberg noted that the audience of more than 100 people engaged in a lively discussion 
about the importance of sex and gender in our society. 

  

Professor Greenberg is an internationally recognized expert on the legal issues relating to gender, sex, 
sexual identity and sexual orientation. Her path-breaking work on gender identity has been cited by a 
number of state and federal courts, as well as courts in other countries. Her work has been quoted in 
hundreds of books and articles and she has been invited to speak at dozens of national and internation-
al conferences on the subject. 
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Professor Cohn's United States and Torture  
Released in Paperback 
 
Professor Cohn's widely praised book, The United States and 
Torture (NYU Press) has just come out in paperback. She is 
the editor and co-author of a collection of chapters on U.S. 
practices, including waterboarding, sleep deprivation, sen-
sory manipulation and other enhanced interrogation tech-
niques. 

 

"I hope this book will be of interest to readers who seek to learn about the cruelty our government has visit-
ed upon others under the guise of national security," said Professor Cohn, who gave a presentation on her 
book at the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee on April 12, along with an interview on Wisconsin Public 
Radio April 10 and an April 13 appearance at Marquette. 

 

The recent announcement of impending military trials in Guantanamo of long-term detainees, and the  
suppressed torture memo just disclosed, makes Professor Cohn's presentation and interview even more 
timely.   

 

"At both University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and Marquette Law School, I encountered thoughtful and  
curious folks who are concerned about what their government has done in their name,” said Professor 
Cohn. “ A female student asked me, 'Tell me what I have to do to be you.'" 

 

According to NYU Press: “Torture has been a topic of national discussion ever since it was revealed that 
‘enhanced interrogation techniques’ had been authorized as part of the war on terror. The United States and 
Torture provides us with a larger lens through which to view America's policy of torture, one that  
dissects America's long relationship with interrogation and torture, which roots back to the 1950s and has 
been applied, mostly in secret, to ‘enemies,’ ever since. 

 

The United States and Torture opens with a compelling preface by Sister Dianna Ortiz, who describes the un-
imaginable treatment she endured in Guatemala in 1987 at the hands of the Guatemalan government, 
which was supported by the United States. Following Ortiz's preface, an interdisciplinary panel of experts 
offers one of the most comprehensive examinations of torture to date, beginning with the Cold War era and 
ending with today's debate over accountability for torture. 

 

Ultimately, this gripping, interdisciplinary work details the complicity of the United States government in 
the torture and cruel treatment of prisoners both at home and abroad and discusses what can be done to 
hold those who set the torture policy accountable.” 

 

Contributors to The United States and Torture include: Professor Cohn, Richard Falk, Marc D. Falkoff, Terry 
Lynn Karl, John W. Lango, Jane Mayer, Alfred W. McCoy, Jeanne Mirer, Sister Dianna Ortiz, Jordan J. 
Paust, Bill Quigley, Michael Ratner, Thomas Ehrlich Reifer, Philippe Sands, Stephen Soldz, and Lance  
Tapley. 
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Professor Zanville Addresses ABA on Transportation Law 

 

TJSL Adjunct Professor Harry Zanville recently delivered an address to the 
American Bar Association Section on Labor and Employment Law Occupation-
al Safety and Health Law Committee at its 2012 meeting in Sarasota, Florida.  
Nationally known for his expertise in the field of transportation law, Professor 
Zanville spoke about OSHA’s enforcement of whistleblower laws in the rail-
road industry. 
 

He was also honored last November by being named as a panelist for a BNA 
webinar addressing the legal implications of the recent U.S. Supreme Court de-
cision in AT&T Mobility v. Conception. 
 

A former consult for the U.S. Department of Justice, Professor Zanville teaches Arbitration, Negotia-
tion Theory & Skills, and Transportation Law at TJSL. 

Congratulation to the 2012-2013 Mock Trial Team! 
 

 

Javier Vargas 

Antoinette Scott 

David Askander 

Charles (Chip) Lollar 

Jaime Zavalasoto 

Raffy Krikorian 

Robert Sagarian 

Nicole Heffel 

Andrew Halbert 

Milena Celentano 

Michael Klitzke 

Michael Fabinski  

Jocelyn Campbell 
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Overflow seating 

Room 323 @ 11:30 a.m. 
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Julie A. Greenberg 

 

Presentations: 

 Legal Challenges Confronting the Intersex Community, The National LGBT 
 Bar Association National Call-In, (April 5, 2012) 

 (Available at http://www.lgbtbar.org/resources/lecture-series/) 

 

Presentations: 

 When is Man a Man and When is a Woman a Woman?, The Osher Institute at 
 the University of California San Diego, San Diego, CA (April 3, 2012) 

 

Presentations: 

 Intersexuality and the Law: Why Sex Matters, Faculty Colloquium Series, 
 University of New Mexico Law School, Albuquerque, NM (March 4, 2012) 
 

Marjorie Cohn 

 

Presentations: 

 The United States and Torture, Fallbrook Democratic Club, Fallbrook, CA 
 (April 5, 2012) 

 

Radio: 

 Iraq, Afghanistan and Iran, The Women’s Show WMNF, Tampa, FL, Mar 29, 

 2012 

 

Radio: 

 Trayvon Martin, Affordable Health Care Act, Israel and Iran, TalkBack!, 
 WBAI, New York, NY, Apr 2, 2012 
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10 a.m. 
Multiple 
Choice 
Workshop 
Room 323 
Taught by 
Mike Neal 
 
 

29 30 May 01 02 03 
 
Be sure to  
follow us on 
Facebook  
http://
www.facebook.
com/officialtjsl  
And Twitter 
https://
twitter.com/#!/
tjsl 

04 04 
 
Be sure to 
check out  
TJTV on 
YouTube  
by clicking 
on  
http://
www.youtub
e.com/
thomasjeffer-
sonlaw 
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